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Februarv 28, 2008

Ms. Hadass Sheffer

Director

Graduate! Philadelphia

Philadelphia Workforce Investment Board
1601 Market Street, Suite (500
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Ms. Hadass Sheffer:

The Labor to Neighbor community partners. The Philadelphia Council AFL-CIO and the United
Way of Southeastern PA, would like to thank you for appearing on our radio show io share
valuabie information with our listening audience. [t is our responsibility to share accuraie and
timely information with the community and the radio is a most effective method of doing just

that.

Please encourage others to listen to the station and feel free to call us or plan to visit again when
you have updates and other news to share. Our show s heard Tuesdays from 12 PM -1:00 PM on
WURD 900 AM and we are now on the internet at www.900amwurd.com. The call in numbers
is: 215.634.8065 or toll free 866.361.0900. We welcome and encourage your suggestions of

other guests that you believe our audience would appreciate and be enlightened.

Please plan to return real soon!

In Selidarity.
Your Co-Hosts

Janet H. Ryder Paf Cidnds
Vicé President, Labor Participation President
United Way of Southeasiern PA Philadelphia Council AFL-CIO

WENLELL W YOUNG, Il
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Graduate! Philadelphia launches first-of-its-kind
College Access Center for adult students

Completing a college degree generates $1 million more in lifetime earnings

By Haywood Brewster
Weckly Press Staff

Graduate! Philadelphia, an
Jinitiative of the Philadelphia
Workforce Investment Board and
the United Way of Southeastern
Pennsylvania, opened a first-of-
its-kind College Access Center
today, specifically tailored to pro-
viding adults the tools needed
to re-enter college and complete
their degrees.  The Graduate!
Philadelphia Center is ini the Col-
lege Access Center located in the
Gallery at Market East in Phila-

CeaterCity Phitadeiphia’s Community Ngws’paplaf
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Celebrating the opening of i Grodunte! Philadelphin Colivge Aceess Conter $1 nifion signifies

a fifetnne of earituees for g colloce winduate,
ey SE X

aelphia.

About 10G City officials, cellege
paitners, corporate and non-profit
leaders, and adulteollege students
attended the grand launch cer-
emony along with Lori Shorr, the
City of Philadelphia’s Chief Edu-
cation Officer. The Nutter admin-
istration supports the center and
stressed the importance of going
to college and graduating. “The
value of postsecondary education
is indisputable,” said Michael A,
Nutter, Philadelshia Mavor. “The
residents of Philadefphia need
the skills and credentials gained

_ Febniary 6ih, 2008

e

in college in order to compete for
the best jobs locally and globally,
and our employers need more
college graduates with the skills
and knowledge that drive the 21
century ecanomy.”

According to Graduate! Phila-
delphia, one in six Philadelphia
tesidents 25-49 years old started
college but didn't complete a de-
gree — more than 70,000 pecple.
There are more than 300,000 such
individuals in the Grealer Phila-
delphia region. The Center will
provide one-on-one guidance for
adulfs, information about coilege
programs and financial assis-
tance, computer labs, workshops
on returning to college, and addi-
tional resources.

“Craduate! Phifadelphia is an
enlively new approach to increas-
ing cducalional attainment.  We
are bringing together workforce
development, economic  devel-
opment, higher education, and
other stakehelders, vach contrib-
uting their particular strengths to
this effort that wili make a posi-
tive impact on our aty’s work-
foree and economy,” said Sallie A.
Glickman, CEC of the Philadel-
phia Workforce Investment Board
and co-tounder of the injliative.
"Waorking adults who are part of

centuied on page 2
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